SPECIAL FEATURE NO. 3-1055 JANUARY 24, 1978 
RUSSELL SPLANE 


U.S. AND CARIBBEAN -- GOOD NEIGHBORS? 
ANNCR: 

A JUST CONCLUDED CONFERENCE IN MIAMI ON CARIBBEAN TRADE, 
INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT HAS SERVED ONCE AGAIN TO EMPHASIZE 
THAT THE UNITED STATES IS BOTH A PROVIDER AND A PROBLEM FOR 
THE CARIBBEAN. VOA CORRESPONDENT RUSSELL SPLANE HAS AN EXPLANATION 
FOR THIS IN THIS REPORT FROM MIAMI: 

VOICE: 

TO THE TWENTY-ODD NATIONS OF THE CARIBBEAN BASIN LIVING 
VIRTUALLY NEXT DOOR TO THE UNITED STATES, THE PROXIMITY IS A 
MIXED BLESSING, JACK STEPHENSON, JAMAICA'S MINISTER OF STATE 
FOR TOURISM, SUMMED IT UP WHEN HE OBSERVED THAT THE CARIBBEAN 
NATIONS SUFFERED FROM TRIPLE PNEUMONIA WHEN THE UNITED 
STATES CAUGHT AN ECONOMIC HEAD COLD. STEVENSON WAS REFERRING TO 
THE RECESSION OF 1974-75 WHICH PRODUCED INCREASED UNEMPLOYMENT 
IN THE CARIBBEAN. THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS TBAT: THE UNITED 
STATES -- WHETHER IT LIKES IT OR NOT -- IS THE PRIME ECONOMIC 
MOTIVATOR IN THE CARIBBEAN. U.S. INVESTORS HAVE INTRODUCED 
AN ESTIMATED FOUR POINT THREE THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS INTO THE 
AREA, OR ALMOST THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS PER CARIBBEAN RESIDENT. 
THAT AMOUNT OF MONEY CREATES THOUSANDS OF JOBS, BUT MUCH OF 
THE EARNINGS IT GENERATES RETURNS TO THE UNITED STATES INSTEAD 
OF REMAINING IN THE CARIBBEAN. COPT) JEAN HOLDER, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF THE CARIBBEAN TOURISM RESEARCH CENTER, ESTIMATES 
THAT FORTY TO FIFTY PERCENT OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE PROFITS 
PRODUCED IN THE CARIBBEAN BASIN GOES OUTSIDE THE HOST NATION, 
CEND OPT) AND YET, TOURISM IS THE PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF REVENUE 
IN MANY CARIBBEAN STATES. IT PROVIDES SEVENTY PERCENT OF THE 


EARNINGS OF THE BAHAMAS, FORTY TO FIFTY PERCENT IN THE ANTILLES, 
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FIGURES LIKE THOSE UNDERSCORE THE DIRE WARNING OF JAMAICA'S 
JACK STEPHENSON WHO SAYS THAT IF TOURISM DOES NOT INCREASE AND 
PROSPER ALONG WITH OTHER INDUSTRY IN THE CARIBBEAN, THERE COULD 
BE POLITICAL INSTABILITY, OTHERS AT THE MIAMI CONFERENCE SUGGESTED 
THAT POLITICAL INSTABILITY ALREADY IS AT HAND AND MAY BE THE 
CHIEF REASON FOR A GENERAL SLOWDOWN IN CARIBBEAN TOURISM, 
THE MOST OFTEN CITED REASON FOR DECLINING TOURISM IN THE CARIBBEAN 
IS "NATIVE UNREST." MIAMI TOURISM CONSULTANT HERB MILLER TOLD 
THE CONFERENCE THAT CARIBBEAN VISITORS -- MAINLY FROM THE 
UNITED STATES -- EXPECT THE NATIVES TO BE ORDERLY, TO SERVE, 
TO ENTERTAIN AND NOT GET IN THE WAY, BUT HE SAID THE DIFFICULTY 
IS IN TRYING TO RECONCILE THIS TOURISTIC IMAGE WITH POLITICAL 
REALITY, FOR THROUGHOUT THE REGION, HE SAID, DECOLONIZATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT ARE THE CENTRAL THEMES OF NATIONAL LIFE. THESE, HE 
SAID, ARE NOT QUIET PROCESSES AND DO NOT SQUARE WITH THE TOURISTS' 
IMAGE OF PARADISE WHICH THEY TEND TO BRING WITH THEM TO THE ISLANDS. 
BUT THE FAULT, MISTER HILLER TOLD THE CONFERENCE, DOES NOT 
LIE ENTIRELY WITH THE TOURISTS. HE SAID PART OF THE REASON 
TOURISTS ARE INCREASINGLY TURNED OFF IS WHAT HE CALLED THE 
VULGARITY OF CARIBBEAN TOURISM WITH ITS EMPHASIS ON OVER~AIR- 
CONDITIONED HOTELS. HE SAID TOURISTS MIGHT BE POTENTIALLY 
READY TO COME TO THE CARIBBEAN IF VACATIONS TO THE AREA WOULD 
BECOME LESS BOGUS AND MORE CARIBBEAN, IN SHORT, HE SAID, 
TOURISM SHOULD BE MORE INDIGENOUS FEATURING SMALL AND TYPICALLY 
CARIBBEAN HOTELS, SERVING DOMESTIC FOODS AND SELLING LOCAL 
HANDICRAFT. THE U.S., HE SAID, COULD HELP TO BOLSTER 
CARIBBEAN INITIATIVES ALONG THOSE LINES AND IN DISSEMINATING 
AUTHENTIC INFORMATION ON THE CARIBBEAN TO ALL U.S. TOURISTS. 
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